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in timber, which on the slightest provocation, and
frequently on none at all, came tumbling down ; har-
assing the peaceful guest with inexplicable terrors . . .

" Mrs. Gamp stored all her household matters in a
little cupboard by the fire-place ; beginning below the
surface (as in nature) with the coals, and mounting
gradually upwards to the spirits, which, from motives
of delicacy, she kept in a tea-pot. The chimney-piece
was ornamented with a small almanack, marked here
and there in Mrs. Gamp's own hand, with a memo-
randum of the date at which some lady was expected
to fall due. It was also embellished with three pro-
files : one, in colours, of Mrs. Gamp herself in early life ;
one, in bronze, of a lady in feathers, supposed to be
Mrs. Harris, as she appeared when dressed for a ball;
and one, in black, of Mr. Gamp, deceased. The last
was a full length, in order that the likeness might be
rendered more obvious and forcible, by the introduc-
tion of the wooden leg.

" A pair of bellows, a pair of pattens, a toasting-
fork, a kettle, a pap-boat, a spoon for the administra-
tion of medicine to the refractory; and lastly, Mrs.
Gamp's umbrella, which as something of great price
and rarity was displayed with particular ostentation;
completed the decorations of the chimney-piece and
adjacent wall. Towards these objects, Mrs. Ganip
raised her eyes in satisfaction when she had arranged
the tea-board, and had concluded her arrangements
for the reception of Betsey Prig, even unto the setting
forth of two pounds of Newcastle salmon, intensely
pickled.

" * There ! Now drat you, Betsey, don't be long ! "
said Mrs. Gamp, apostrophising her absent friend.